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Pictured clockwise from top: Randy Alstadt, a technical specialist CH2M Hill, explains water
purification to Gabriel Hammond; Nico Fesser and Kaelan Dietrich of Rhinebeck construct a
tower using dry spaghetti and marshmallows; Youngsters let their rockets fly during the Rocket

Challenge. Photos by Christopher Lennon

Mad scientists let loose
at Rhinebeck High School

BY CHRISTOPHER LENNON

Rhinebeck High School looked more
like a laboratory Saturday as the Rhinebeck
Science Foundation hosted its Discovery
Festival, a science fair that aims to teach
students about science and technology
through hands-on  experiments and
demonstrations with local professionals
from a variety of industries.

Deirdre d’ Albertis, a Rhinebeck Science
Foundation board member, explained the
purpose of the event was to teach local
children, from elementary school to high
school, how much fun science can be
through spontaneous and experimental
demonstrations.

“We have exhibits that are specifically
designed to interest all age groups,” she
said.

She said the foundation asks local
professionals to host booths and teach
youngsters how science and technology is
used in their careers.

During the festival, a number of local
companies were on hand with an array
of gadgets and gizmos and a bevy of
information.

Dave Byrme, a project manager with
Hudson Valley Clean Energy, set up a
booth at the fair to educate youngsters on
solar and geothermal technology.

“We’re trying to get them to start
thinking about the future,” Byrne said.

John Halpern, a Rhinebeck-based
photographer, transformed a classroom
into a giant camera, projecting an image
of the front of the school onto a screen in
the room by blocking off the windows and

projecting light through a small hole.

A representative from IBM brought
with her a dismantled Xbox video game
system and explained how her company
developed processors for all of today’s top
video game consoles.

Dr. Amy Novatt of Women’s Medical
Care of Rhinebeck brought surgical tools
and taught youngsters how to stitch a
wound using bananas.

Government and non-profit groups also
hosted booths at the festival.

Volunteers from the Cary Institute of
Ecosystem Studies and the Omega Institute
focused on environmental science, while
Eric Benjamin, medical legal investigator
for Dutchess County, showed children
what drugs and alcohol can do to a person
through a graphic but impactful display.

One of the more popular exhibits was
an outdoor Rocket Challenge, where
youngsters launched rockets made of soda
bottles using a series of PVC pipes and an
air pump to send the homemade rockets
flying high into the air.

Volunteer Jim Stevenson said despite the
fact a number of rockets ended up on the
schoolroof, the experiment was educational
and fun for the young participants.

The Rhinebeck Science Foundation,
now in its second year, “was founded
for the sole purpose of supporting and
augmenting the science curriculum” in
Rhinebeck, d’Albertis said.

This was the second year for the
Discovery Festival, which d’Albertis said
attracted nearly 800 attendees in 2008.

Steinhaus reacts
to GOP sweep

BY CHRISTOPHER LENNON

One man who is certainly happy with
last week’s election results is County
Executive Bill Steinhaus.

For the past two years, the Dutchess
County Legislature has been ruled by a
Democratic majority, and Steinhaus, a
Republican, often found himself at odds
with the leadership.

On Tuesday, Republicans won 18 of
the 25 seats in the Legislature. Come Jan.
1, the GOP will take back the majority it
enjoyed for more than 30 years before
2007.

The Republican victories seem to
have given the county executive a sense
of validation, and Steinhaus seems to
expect a better working relationship with
the Legislature in 2010.

“On Tuesday, the voters of Dutchess
County sent a clear message to the
Dutchess County Legislature,” said
Steinhaus in a statementreleased justafter
Election Day. “Taxpayers do not want
big-brother government, unnecessary,
burdensome local laws and regulations,
government intrusiveness into their
lives, and importantly rejected the
divisive partisan behavior demonstrated
by the Legislative majority over the
past two years. The voting public said,
through their votes, they want the return
to decision making based on good
governance, not liberal ideology.

“We look forward to a fresh start from
the Legislature’s leadership, where the
focus can be on serving the residents of
Dutchess County,” he continued.

Steinhaus will still have to work with
the outgoing Democratic leadership
until Dec. 31, and in that time, current
legislators will be charged with reviewing
and amending the executive’s proposed
2010 county budget.

During this year’s campaign, many
incumbent Democratic legislators were
critical of Steinhaus’s handling of

County Executive Bill Steinhaus speaks
with a constituent. Photo by Jim Langan.

the 2009 budget process. Conversely,
Republicans,  including  Steinhaus,
accused Democrats of mishandling the
process. It is yet to be seen how outgoing
legislators will react to the executive’s
proposal this time around.

Steinhaus had strong words for the
outgoing Democratic leadership.

“Residents used their votes to speak
out against the chaotic, secretive process
the Democrat majority chose last year
when it stifled public input and decided
to freeze out the important insights
and information available from the
professional employees who staff our
county departments,” he said. “We are
hopeful the chairman and his leadership
team will take seriously residents’ pleas to
put legislative politics aside and to work
cooperatively in bi-partisan process for
the adoption of a 2010 budget that serves
our community in these challenging
times.”

It’s also plausible Steinhaus could
find himself clashing with incoming
Republicans, as the party will hold a
veto-proof, two-thirds majority in the
Legislature. Despite the fact members
of his own party will hold the majority
in 2010, Steinhaus may have trouble
blocking certain proposals as only 17
votes are needed to override an executive
veto.

Red Cross celebrates
milestone, thanks vets

BY HV NEWS STAFF

The Dutchess County Chapter of the
American Red Cross is honoring veterans
and celebrating its 100th anniversary with a
reception in Hyde Park today (Wednesday,
Nov. 11).

The reception will be held at the Henry
A. Wallace Center of the FDR Presidential
Library in Hyde Park at 5:30 p.m.

There will be brief remarks by Nelson
Rivera, director of veterans affairs for
Dutchess County, as well as from chapter
staff and members of the board of directors.

The Red Cross will also introduce its
100th Anniversary Honorary Committee.

“This is a group of individuals from our
community who have volunteered to help
recognize the important work the Red Cross
does in Dutchess County,” said a press
release from the Red Cross.

More than 100 attendees are expected at
the reception.

For more information, visit WwWww.
dutchessredcross.org or call 845-471-0200.

HUDSON VALLEY NEWS | editorial@thehudsonvalleynews.com | november 11, 2009 {7}



